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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Oakville, ON – August 20, 2007

Reunion Island Coffee Opens Haliburton Office

Just in time for the fall season, Oakville-based Reunion Island Coffee has opened a local office in Haliburton. This office, headed by coffee industry veteran Doug West, will allow the specialty coffee roaster to better serve the thriving independent specialty coffee retailers in Ontario’s cottage country.

Company president Peter Pesce explains: “We see Haliburton and the surrounding area as an integral part of our company’s expansion plans. With our focus on sustainable coffees, including Rainforest Alliance, Fair Trade and Organic, our products meet the growing local demand for coffees you can feel good about.” Pesce also mentions that both residents and visitors to the area have discriminating tastes and are increasingly turning down the commercial supermarket brands in favour of small-batch roasted coffees that are produced locally.

Long-time Reunion Island employee Doug West has been a weekend resident of Haliburton for 27 years and knows and loves the country. “With a local sales and service office and distribution through Madison County Food & Beverage Co., we can provide a level of service to cafés, restaurants and specialty shops that has never been available in the past,” West comments. As a product and coffee equipment specialist, West offers hands-on support for Haliburton-area businesses.

As a company, Reunion Island Coffee has a history of community-based support of local charities. This is a tradition that they are proud to bring to Haliburton and the surrounding region. “We are inviting local registered charities to contact Doug for donations of coffee and equipment loans for their community events.” Already, the company is sponsoring the Alzheimer Society’s Coffee Break™ 2007, scheduled for this September. For more information about this event, visit Harvest Bulk & Health Food or the organization’s website at www.alzheimerptbo.com.
For more information about coffee equipment and supplies for your business or to request support for your next charitable event, please contact Doug West at (705) 754-9467 or email ricoffee@sympatico.ca and visit the company’s recently updated website at www.reunionislandcoffee.com.
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Background on Reunion Island Coffee Limited

Reunion Island Coffee was founded in 1996. Its president, Peter Pesce, is a past Chairman of the Coffee Association of Canada and has played a key role in the development of the national specialty coffee market. In a recent feature article, the Toronto Star referred to Peter as “reputedly the best ‘cupper’ in Canada… Not only is Pesce a cupper (taster) par excellence, he is a walking encyclopedia of coffee facts, figures and esoterica.”

Peter’s reputation is the result of over three decades experience sourcing, blending and roasting coffee for the high-end foodservice market. Building on this foundation, Reunion Island has expanded to serve the unique needs of hotel, retail and office coffee service operators.

The company has cultivated loyalty through consistency, flexibility, quick turnaround and virtually limitless variety. Their team of sales, marketing and operations professionals have decades of industry experience, allowing them to offer value-added services that secure long-term partnerships.

Peter Pesce’s Biography

Peter Pesce, president of Oakville-based Reunion Island Coffee, is one of Canada’s best-known authorities on all things coffee. He has developed blends for many major Canadian coffee retailers, and has served as Chairman of the Coffee Association of Canada. He has appeared in numerous TV, radio and print stories, including CBC’s Marketplace and the Toronto Star.

Peter was one of the first in the industry to start importing specialty coffees, helping to revolutionize the Canadian coffee market. Importing high quality coffees and putting them through frequent rigorous taste tests became his forte and developed his reputation in the industry.

To Peter, a good coffee is "a matter of taste … but one must start with premium quality high grown coffees that are roasted under strict quality assurance procedures."

Today, Peter is one of Canada’s most trusted sources for reliable information on coffee and the billion-dollar industry that surrounds it.
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Reunion Island promotional poster
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Reunion Island Media contacts:

Peter Pesce, President

ppesce@ricoffee.com

Doug West

dwest@ricoffee.com
(705) 754-9467
Tel: 905-829-8520

Toll Free: 800-565-5950

2421 Royal Windsor Drive,

Oakville, ON L6J7X6

www.ricoffee.com
