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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Oakville, ON – June 9, 2010
Reunion Island Coffee Converts to Compostable Paper Cups

Reunion Island Coffee, an Oakville specialty roaster, announced this month that they are converting from traditional paper cups to compostable paper cups. The locally manufactured cups are made from a combination of paper and compostable PLA (polylactic acid) that replaces the traditional plastic coating on the inside of paper coffee cups.

 “We are committed to being among the greenest coffee companies in North America and have been waiting a number of years for compostable paper cups to become a viable solution for us,” explains company president Peter Pesce. In a bold move, the company has discontinued their traditional paper cups and offers only compostable paper cups. Pesce explains, “Our customers voiced their tremendous support for this conversion and we appreciate their cooperation in helping to divert millions of cups from landfill sites each year.”

The PLA used in these cups decomposes into carbon dioxide and water in a controlled composting environment in fewer than 90 days. PLA is a repeating chain of lactic acid, which undergoes a 2-step degradation process.  First, the moisture and heat in the compost pile split the polymer chains apart, creating smaller polymers, and finally, lactic acid.  Microorganisms in compost and soil consume the smaller polymer fragments and lactic acid as nutrients.  Since lactic acid is widely found in nature, a large number of organisms metabolize lactic acid.  The end result of composting is carbon dioxide, water and humus, a soil nutrient. 
PLA coated paper cups meet ASTM D6868 standards for composting in municipal and industrial aerobic composting facilities. With improved municipal programs now available in many regions, businesses with a green focus now see the timing as ideal for the conversion to compostable packaging materials.

For more information about Reunion Island Coffee, their products and sustainability programs, please visit www.ReunionIslandCoffee.com or call (905) 829-8520.

Background on Reunion Island Coffee Limited

For centuries, the orchid has been a symbol of elegance and uncommon natural beauty. Driven by the thrill of discovery, adventurous explorers traveled the globe in search of new varieties. Today, we mirror this passion in our quest for coffees that are rare, exotic and sustainable—the hallmarks of Reunion Island Coffee.
History

Reunion Island Coffee was founded in 1996. Its president, Peter Pesce, is a past Chairman of the Coffee Association of Canada and has played a key role in the development of the national specialty coffee market. In a recent feature article, the Toronto Star referred to Peter as “reputedly the best ‘cupper’ in Canada… Not only is Pesce a cupper (taster) par excellence, he is a walking encyclopedia of coffee facts, figures and esoterica.”
Commitment to Sustainability

As a specialty coffee roaster, we know that sustainable coffee farming is critical to our success. We can source distinctive coffees only as long as farmers continue to grow them. There are three fundamental principles that must balance to create sustainability: environmental stewardship, farm profitability and prosperous farming communities. 

At Reunion Island, we already pay far above average for the coffee we import because of its premium quality. However, paying a fair price to farmers is only the beginning. 
We have also taken an aggressive approach in supporting sustainable development in the coffee industry by offering coffees that have been certified under a variety of programs including Fair Trade, Organic, Rainforest Alliance. Our Direct Trade partnerships in Colombia, Guatemala and Tanzania are also an important part of our commitment to sustainability.

Our Colombia Las Hermosas™ was Reunion Island’s first major Direct Trade program when it began in 2004. To date, it is also our most successful. Las Hermosas™ began in the small region of Tolima, Colombia, where a co-op of 32 farmers produced one of the best Colombian coffees we have ever discovered. To support this co-op, we have committed to donating to projects that improve the standard of living, while ensuring a consistent supply of world-class coffee for our customers.

In early June 2008, Reunion Island became Canada’s largest coffee roaster to be bullfrogpowered.™ with 100% green electricity generated by wind farms and other eco-friendly methods. By signing up for Bullfrog Power, we are supporting clean, renewable electricity producers who are displacing polluting and carbon-intensive electricity production on the grid. It’s a great way to support a cleaner, sustainable energy future. 
For more information, please visit ReunionIslandCoffee.com.
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Reunion Island 12oz Whole Bean Retail Package
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Reunion Island Media contacts:

Note to editors - Available for interviews upon request.
Peter Pesce

ppesce@ricoffee.com
Office: (905) 829-8520

Adam Pesce

apesce@ricoffee.com
Mobile: (416) 826-5900
Tel: 905-829-8520

Toll Free: 800-565-5950

2421 Royal Windsor Drive,

Oakville, ON, L6J 7X6

www.reunionislandoffee.com
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